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BANDED CRIMINALS MAKE UP PRESENT DAY GANGS
Blackmail the Chief Object of the Organizations Which Have

Been Fighting Their Battles in the Streets The Old
Time Gangs Different Ex-Inspect-

or 'Alexander S.
Williams Speaks of the Evil and the Remedy

By DAVID A. CURTIS

things have contributed

MANY the growth of the gangs
New York In recent yearn.

The automobile has been a
factor in It. The reactionary Influence
of the new law against currying weapons
has something to do with it, experts eay
The syetemlzatlon of white slavery and
tho organization of cadets have helped it.
The influx of undesirable Immigration
haa been, if not a cause, certainly a favor-
ing influence.

All these and more of the changed con-
ditions of life in New York city haw
brought about the state of affairs which
icsulted in the late extraordinary out-
break of gang violence in tho streets of
the city. The police, smarting under
criticism, are quick to assert that the
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Magistrates fail to uphold them In their
efforts to stamp out the evil, but the root
of tho matter lies deeper, pay men who
have made a study of tho matter.

Gangs and battles between gangs are
no new thing In New York city. It is
said that the present situation is more
acute than any before known and that
the outbreak Is the worst on record. It
in certainly bud enough, but thero arc
those who will say thut It U not as bad
as tilings have been Ijcforo.

When a private quarrel btwecn gang
leaders is sought to Iw settled by mudorr
on the steps of tho Criminal Courts Uulld- -
Ing in full sight of many policemen, and
when prisoners continue their efforts to
kill intho buck roomsof the police rtatlon
to which they luiva been taken undur
urrof-- t It would seem ns if n climax had
been reached, but the history of the gangs
of Now York past und present is full of
climaxes, und some have been considered
us bad or worse thun this, though they
have been different. It Is an Interesting
story and tho latest chapter Is by no
means tho least Interesting.

The gung leuders, for there can be no
gangs without captains, who are now most
in the public eye differ from the average,
citizen far more than might be. supposed
if their criminal character iilono is con-
sidered. Tho police, who certainly know
more about them than anybody else,
assort that they are almost without ex-
ception foreigners, or If born on Amer-
ican soil nro tho sons of immigrants.
Tho particular wur that broke out Iwtween
two gangs recently was letwpen the fol
lowers of Jack Hlrocco and Jimmy Kelly,
whose real name is said to bo Vinren.o di
fillvlo, for gangsters have a curious habit
or assuming ill fitting aliases, mostly
Irish in sound. The general belief Is that
the present trouble Is a small race war
between Italians and Jews. This may not
be ontlrely accurate as u lino of division,
but it is certain that In almost every in-
stance in whic h thuro hus been an attempt
at munler tnu otlondor is known to be of
foreign extraction.

There Is slgnllloanoe in the additional
fact that the uanKHteraof ii

j
without exception, criminal, if not, by

achievement by association. Their crim-
inality It of the desperute sort, not the
petty thievery and boisterous mischiof
thai characterized tho gangs of former
duys in New York city, but bold doflanoo
of the law and its authority and the open
purpose of levying tributo on the com-
munity. It is In this fashion that the
gongs of y are differentiated from
those of tho last generation.

Of the actual details of their organiza-
tion no man oustide their ranks can tell
much. They do not betray their secrets
and seldom tell anything even about the
officers and members of rival gangs.
Hut there U no doubt that they have such
organizations, well drilled and welded
together by a common interest in plans
of plunder.

No slnglo member of any one of these
bands is ever at a loss to command the

mean of accomplishing a crime, or help
that may be necessary to escape the con-
sequences of It. Their single virtue is
that they seem to be loyal to one another,
even to the point of death, and a squealer
among them is raro. If now and again
one turns traitor ho la outlawed by his
fellows and extremely liable to sudden
dcuth.

There have been riots in New York
that were sometimes confounded with gang
work. The Astor place riots in the early
hair of tho nineteenth century was tho
outbreak of Jealousy on the part of the
admirers of Edwin Forrest against hU
foreign rival Macroady. Hut It was not
tho work of a gang.

Tho draft riots of the civil war undoubt-
edly offered an opportunity for soruo of
the gangs of tho city to Indulgn in lawless
violence, but tho gongs did not make the
riots, nor did they play a very conspicuous
part in it.

The, two Tompkins Square riots, so
called, wero neither of them tho result
oNinythingremotelyakin to gang warfare,
nor did they come about through any-
thing like gang organization.

There have been, however, disturb-
ances in tho streets that could fairly
be cal led riots and whioh occurred t hrou gh
the clashing of rival gangs. Such a ono
was the hlstorio battle between the Dead
Itabbits and the Plug Uglles and the
equally famous fight of the Dead llab-blt- s

and the Bowery gang, both of which
'happened about tho time of tho war
between tho North and the Kouth and
both in the neighborhood of the lower
end of tho Uov.'ery.

I The Dead Itabbits gang was perhaps
the worst of the old tlmo gangs. It had
among its members many of the crimi
nals who infested the old Five Points

, und made that neighborhood ono of the
most wmvory slums on earth. It was
commonly said to have been composed

I of tho following of u noted politician
or the. time. Tom Coukley by naino, Cer-
tainly ho wus tho acknowledged leader
of it in the two buttlcu referred to. It
numberod hundreds of member and
wus a valuablo aseut to a politician.

The Plug Ugllea came from Baltimore,

where they ranked on about the aame
level In the community as the Dead Rab-
bits. Baltimore was at that time rabidly
secessionist in sentiment, and In some
way factional bitterness so added to the
jealousy that existed as to the compara-
tive notoriety of the two organizations
that the Plug Uglies came in a body to
Now York ior tho express purpose of
fighting, and they wero accommodated.

Accounts of the, battle vary and noth-
ing was ever knowu of tho actual lowes
on either bide, but it was a tidy light,
though not much powder was burned.
Tho gangs fought with clubs, stones
and fists, and much blood was apllled,
though the fatalities wero few.

A similar encounter was tho one with
the Uowery gang, led by Fatty Walsh,
afterward Warden of the Tombs prison.
'Ilio liowery boy of the tlrno wan a char-
acter not to bo found anywhere
but then n picturesque feature of Now
York life, distinctive enough to bo pre-
sented by I'lmnfr.'ui, the actor, In a play
written to exploit the character.

Ho was a dandy In dress, wearing al
ways u led shirt, a plug hat and black
trousers and usually currying his frock j

coat on his arm; but lighting was one
of his favorite pastimes und he almost
always belonged to ono of tho volunteer
fire companies of the city. Tho gang
that was made up of theso reckless roi-
sterersfor that Is what they wero utmost
without exception was a formidable
ono, but not to bo classed as criminal
in any way, though fairly lo bo called
lawless. Tho battlo with the Dead Bab-
bits was hardly moro than u spectacular
publlo entertainment, though tho fight-
ing was desperate enough of lis kind.

Then there wero gangs with headquar-
ters in each llro house. Tho rivalry
hetween the old companies of tho Voluu

frequently opparently
the occasion street light. Hundreds

theso recorded, but
lighting almost done with
deadly weapons, tho organization

the present paid Department
brought about the complete extinction

those gang,
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Later cam the formation neighbor
hood gangs, which there have been

held participant the crime.which after Among
the if shown to unimportant.

gang, the Jones's Wcod gang,
House gang and the San Juan Hill gang.
All have offered distinctive

and have given more or less
trouble to authorities, though none

presented such problem
as that the Mafia or that the organi-
sation blackmailers which for little
while past such serious trouble.

The oath bound secrets the Mafia,
well known exist, but hard to discover
and the equally well guarded hidden
methods the cadets and white
slavers present variety problems
which havo not yet found satisfactory

but which have been brought
iuto prominence by tho recent outbreak.
That modern gongs exist has been

flow fitnyCT

known for some time, but not even yet
doos outsldo them know how
large or how strong they are.

Pouer oj the Gang.

The problem extremely difficult.
Manifestly the plans the organization

the work men ability among
the criminals. The details have been no
well worked and nneratlons httlierfn

toer Tiro Department or tho tlmo was hove beon bo successful that the actual
so koen that a flro turn out jpaders now have command
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unlimited moans. Whatever money is
needed either to provide tho means
oxecuting a crime or to enable tho offender
to escape the consequences it appear

be ready a monont's notice.
The BulUvan law concerning weapon

evidently presents difficulty tjieee
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men, who are prepared all times 'em out alone. I totd them if they looked
use the latest firearms. The uso the out for themselves they wouldn't be
automobile is something which is usually brought in on stretcher, and none
reckoned unavailabto to men moderate them was. Rut there were quite a nura-mean- a.

Yet every Instance which her of other people brought In on
a weapon Is needed by a member one stretchers.

these gangs seems to provided "I think what did more to break up
with one, and the records show that that particular gang than anything else,"
when it Is desirable for him to make his he continued with a smile, 'was done by
getaway in quick order there is always a man whose name I forget. I think he
an automobile at for his use. was a German, and I reckon he didn't

A partial explanation at least this havo a terrible lot of nerve. Anyhow
last fact has been offered by Polico he went out on post night and made
Magistrate Joseph Corrigan when pretty good of his rovolver. Just
declares that many men who have been what happened I can't say, for in those
arrested and brought before him charged days n policeman was not required to
with various crimes ranging from pocket make such full reports every time he
pioldng to burglary have shown him their fired a pistol as he has to do now,
licensee as chauffeurs as proof their pang was scattered and pretty well
regular calling. He deduces that they frightened, and didn't have much
are affiliated with criminals and that trouble with them afterward,
this accounts for the ease with which I "There waa plenty of fighting among the
the gun men obtain the use of an auto- - gangsters course, the most it
mobile whenever it la desirable to have i was done with fists. If a weapon was
one. used it was most generally a stick or

He proposes that the licensing of I a Btone. It was very rarely that a pistol
chauffeurs should subject to the die- - wu fired. fact the pistol was such
cretion of the Police Commissioner and weapon in the old days as it is now.
that good character should be a requisite Bill Poole wosn 't killed with a revolver,
to the obtaining a license. Further he it was a single barrelled pistol, such
proposes that if a chauffeur figures in as nobody would think of using now.
any way in a criminal cnarge ne anoum 'There have been gangs of course,

of continue, a fashion. a a in , but as I say. they were comparatively
them may be mentioned Cherry Hill ! And any tirao is be a harmless and Perhaps
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crook hi license should bo revoked. one of tho worst was the one known as
Few men In New York know more about the car stable gang up on the East Bide

gangs past and present than former , n few years ago. It was made up of real
Inspector of Police Alexander 3. Williams, fighters who did not hesitate to threaten
In hi day hi name was a terror to and even attack a policeman on duty,
gangsters, and now in the enjoyment of but tho police broke that up with oom-h- is

leisure he keeps a close watch on paratively little trouble.
current events. . You see polico methods were very

ine wiK aooui tne gangs 01 lormer
day In this city," he said, "is mostly of
the yellow covered novel kind. There
were hardly any of what wero called

whenever much

almost as fast as they formed, and
even when they together a
fashion they were comparatively
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kre under
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I remember in 1874, when I was in
command at Oak street station, tliera
wo a real gong in that precinct, for it
was one of toughest in the city
They called it Cherry gang
and it had been a good deal talked
You hear mentioned even now as one
of tho bad gang of city, and 1 sup-
pose it really was that. Anyhow it had
such a reputation for violence that it
was custom then to send policemen
out two together on their It
wasn't considered safe for ono to go
aluue.

Former Police Methods.
"Well, I couldn't see the use of sending

two men out together to talk politios
instead of attending to duty, and I sent

different formerly from what they are
now. This new order 7 and regu

toned other

saying changed
course asked

how said:
young
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when

thought
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give them the limit whenever they
caught. But that Is criticised

I read a Judge i'.itersun

who some to year in

penitentiary, some t bus-

iness business mind
to have

"A the about weapons,

what amount to? A touch
a pistol In Now without .

It ho to Jwey
buy a many as ho wants.

The cadet system Is t lie ml
problem suppose Hi'to

been or less of that kii.d
though haven't lie.ml

so much until the fifteen
or it is still so much under
that hard to still

"Two things ought be done, thousli,
and of them is T!u,
is send criminal ,

when he is caught. "r
isn't done. When a woman U f

street is turned cit
the street again. fine i.

tho sinking fund. Think that. Kw- -v

those creature U

working for tho New York, and
city gets so has to wr'-harde- r

make her n
fined the next time.

ought to bo done is to
the women, but send to reforma-
tory. Eighty-fiv- e por of them would

if they where they
a chance to think it over and were brought
under the influence of good
women.

"The whole question
down to things: The police
could prevent them gathering
gether it was allowublo use

lations about tho use weapons and the i time methods. We to do it. and it
strict a policeman is neiu could bo done now. That s thini;.

gangs those tltnos that were worth , to he strikes even with Their organization would be
I The notice broke tliera tin 1.1. . ,1.. . 1. . u . .1
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"Understand me, I'm not criticising I police all tho time,
new order or things. Mayor Gaynor I "The other thing seems to to

has helped to bring it about, and means the courts, that's the of dual-wel- l.

Commissioner Waldo is a good ing with gangster individually,
man and is doing good work. rulo seems to be to give the prisoner
force is very different from what it not only benefit of doubt-h- e'i
They have more brains and less muscle.

l entitled to that of course when there ii 4
But I never had troublo in making doubt-b- ut ho tho licnofit of everr

men see what duty was or in that his lawyer can raise.
getting 10 uo 11. Look at the lirandt case!

And the way was then to break up ' -- Say policeman brings prisoner to
the gangs. If they didn't disperse court. The lawyer objects to some of
they told to. somebody got hurt. ' the evidence ho and the court
And It wasn't the polioeman usually, J sustains him. It be convincing

he get in troublo nbout it afterward. if listen to the policeman, and
I was In a high cafo the

night and a stranger oame up and offered
me his hand, that I had
the whole of his life. I him

that was, and he
" 'I was pretty fresh when I was a

and I was on
night you came up. You

fanned roe, and you fanned mo good,
and I went homo and it all
over. Now I'ma of
Court.'

Leniency for
"What aro generally gangs aro

fellows who get out street
at night and together on tho cor-
ners. It is to say what else can
do, I likely to be some mis-
chief from It if not watched, and

mat
has

was
prizefighter. I told one of my men

to bring him in, and ho found him. They
hud some words and polioeman
knocked him down, and then brought

tho house, I told him get
the sumo hinjjas long he stayed
unit lie went away.
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in a good many cases tho court is reallr
convinced, but for technical reasons the
policeman can't m heard, and the

goes bock to his work. So it iloe
not Beera to mo tho new method wot
as well as tho old ono did."

MILES OF PEAT DEPOSITS
If the deposits of coal In the I'nltrd

States ever become exhausted tlio
may fall back on peat, n fuel t.v-pl-

ns yet undeveloped. It Is cstlmutoi
that the peat deposits In this country
cover an area of at least ll.OuO fiju.:e
miles, and that they contain the enor-

mous totul of 13.000,000.000 tons.
I'eat has been In extensive use in

many of the countries of Kurope, nota-
bly Ireland, Holland, Germany, ltussln
France and Austria, for several cen-

turies.
In the United States peat deposit?

In the New England and otlier
Northern States, along the Atlantis
const, in Texas, and on the Pacific cca.t,
In parts of Massachusetts and Rhnrtr
Island may still be seen traces of aban-

doned peat from which early C-
olonial settlers obtained their fuel sup-

ply. As means of transportation In-

creased coal came Into gradual ute and
finally caused the mining of prat to

discontinued almost entirely.
Peat partly decomposed and di-

sintegrated vegetable matter. Its origin

la similar to that of coal, though th"
period of time required for Its formation
Is considerably less. It varies In color

from brown to block, and in texture 1

coarse and porous light and sponcy

Whm oxposed to the air for dryins It

crumbles and is therefore difficult to

transport for any distance unless con-

verted into brick.
Peat abound only in wet or mrhy

lands. The beds are nearly always
found Just below the surface of the
ground, and for that reason the cost of

mining Is comparatively email. No ex-

pensive machinery la required for tak-

ing It out, and there are no attending
dangers a In tbe case of coal mlolns

For commercial purpose it is con-

verted, in It plastlo state, Into brick
by machinery. After drying in the op

air for aoveral day the bricks ore ready

for shipment. A ton of peat thus treaty
neerHIno tn h. ni crAmr f tt.1.. ' "mmunus ouout nil ino ri-- Vt

1" 1 I T or coal, but it la said even inpolloe must not Interfere until something Brado of coal not twice the beating
happens. 1 value of peat. .....Ms

"The old way waa to driv out und- - An might be inferred from
slrablo characters. I remember a man i .ff? '. J' JL.SLr.u'b
who oame into my precinct once who is dves. ammonia and tanning inaterUt';
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Kxperlmente are now under
chemist looking to the fuller develop

ment of this potential asset In i

wealth of the world. . ,,
a- - .,n n l mitiirul resources Ci

United States peat Is bound to oecmj
..! ll frnni In VPHTH tO

It Is a cheap ourco of heat and
'ho new order or things Is very differ- - ra?r, tl0nUnud'i;ni.f

tlangsters that blackmail and rob j fprSe'r"1
point or the pistol and trade on commerce of the world may t afiz

women are another sort, und the only way from tho fact that expert estimuu
I know of to handle tnm l fx tn oourU total vaiut at itv,vov,vvv,wv.


